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DISCOVERY OF A JAIN EPIGRAPH 
Mr. H.M. Nagaraja Rao, Epigraphist, University of Mysore, India 

Recent discoveries have brought to light a number of Kannada Epigraphs from the State of Karnataka, South India. Of these, a lithic inscription from Hale 
Uppa<]i village near Chikkamagalur town merits attention. While digging for renovation af a temple at the village this lithic record was discovered by Mr. 

Harish Singatagere, a local amature archeologist. An estampage of the record was sent to me for examination. 
The stone measures 160 cms by 75 cms and its thickness is S cms. On it are 

seen 58 lines beautifully engraved. The letters have Hoysa<a characteristics of 12th century C.E. The language employed is mainly Kannada having a few linguistic and orthographical errors. At the top of the stone there are images of 
a Jina with mukkodde (triple parasol), an elephant and a cow and a calf, all in halfrelief. 

1. Preamble 

This Jain epigraph throws welcome light on the early history of Hoysa<a kings who ruled southern Karnataka and parts ofTamilnadu from 10th to latter part of 
13th C.E. The record also has a place of prominance in the history of medieval 
Jainism. 

The record begins with traditional Jain invocation : 

Srimat -parama : gambhira.. 
This is a [loka from the text Pram�na Sangraha of Akalanka. The sloka 

which belongs to 7th century C.E. The record ends with the traditional Jain 
verse, sva : dattam para : dattam va.... a sloka found in Padma Pur�na. 
Bhavishya Pur�na and Brahm�Fda Pur�Fa. 

1.1. New Light on Political History 
The historical importance of the record lies in the fact that some Hoysala rulers 
are brought to light for the first time. Hence the antiquity of Hoysa<a dynasty 
is pushed back to the carly decades of 10th Century C.E. The record mentions 
the earliest Hoysa<a king Mara -Voysala who was followed respectively by the 
following names: Eppidi- Voysala, Ereyanga Voysala (I), Talekadu -Voysala 
Uday�ditya, KuFta Vinayaditya also known as Vinayaditya (I) and Nripakama 
Hoysaladeva. The last Hoysa<a mentioned above became a wellknown histori 
cal person and ruler of the land. However at present, no names of the kings 
mentioned above except for Nripakama are known. But we know Eppidi and 
Talakadu are place names. 
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Vikrama Ganga Nrip�la mentioned in the record may be identified wi 
Vikram�ditya VI (1076 to 1126 C.E.) the C�lukya overlord of the Hoysal 
Also two other records refer to Vikrama Ganga.' 

1.2 Vinayaditya - II and Mah�d�vi 
Ereyanga of the record is eulogized as a lotus at the feet of Lord Jina' and '% 
Rama in battle' (Jina - deva-pada-kamalam sangr�ma Ramam - in line 9),. We know Ereyanga II, the son ofVinayaditya Il, whose father was Nripakama had two wives : Ecaladevi I and Mahadevi.' 

Jagadala-Mah�d�vi is identical with Mah�d�vi. The term Jagadala means 'one who delights the world!. She, the record states, is equal to 'Srivadhu (god. dess of wealth, Lakshmi), P�rvati (consort of Siva) and Indra - vadhu (beloved of Indra, Sachi). The whole world praises her virtues (lines 12-13) 
1.3 Commissioning of Jina Temple 
Respected by the people of the world and pure observance of the Jain tenets Jagadala Mah�d�vi got commissioned a Jina temple at Mugu<i. The temple was so lofty as to touch the sky and earth (gagana - tala kudene), beautiful (cheluvene) and charming (ramaniya- lines, 14-15). The temple was called Vinay�ditya - Hoysa<a - Jin�laya, possibly named after her father in law. Also, Mah�d�vi made a grant of 4 matters of wetland to this temple. The grant was for the decoration (angabhoga) of the god, priest, repairs of the temple and for (atithi-puje). The recipient of the grant was GuFachandra Bha��rakad�va, preceptor of the queen. It suggests Rishiyarahalli had been established at the time Mah�d�vi made another gift to Jaina Pandita Vardham�na. Vinay�ditya also made a grant of income from certain taxes. It is noteworthy that a record from Matt�vara,' a nearby village, refers to Rishihalli and men tions certain taxes which are given in the present record. The given details of date of the inscription, Saka year 1005, Rudhirodgari, Ut�r�yana- sankr�nti, regularly equates with 25th December, 1083C.E. When Vinay�ditya (l) was ruling southern Karnataka as a Cälukya feudatory. 

2. Ereyanga - II and His Lineage 
This lengthy record further refers to the accomplishments of Vispuvardhana, son of Ereyanga (|1) and gradson ofVinay�ditya (II). It is known from the record for the first time, that he had three sons, viz. Ball�lad�va, Narasingad�va and Vijayan�r�yâFad�va. The king was ruling fromn his camp at Bank�pura.' Among his epithets 'conqueror of Kanchi' (Kanchigonda in line 26) is noteworthy. Aneya Lokimayya was a general under Vinay�ditya. He fought against Bedara Cavana, made him flee and gained the region of Asandi - 500 for his master. However, Lokimayya seems to have been killed in the fight that en sued. His son Goggimayya fought valiantly in front of his master Visnuvardhana, 
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at KalyaFa, the Cälukya capital end died. Kiriya Bhand�ri Ca�timayya was a 
younger brother of Goggimayya. 

3 Life Story of Mëghacandrad�va 
Cat�imayya's younger brother whose name, however, is not given in the record, 
embraced Jain faith, became an ascetic and bore the name, Meghacandrad�va. 
He was a colleague of Gapdavimuktadeva, disciple of M�ghanandi 
Siddh�ntad�va of Müla-sangha. He became renowned as a m�ha-mantrav�di 
(great magician).As he was a 'halayara magd (i.c. a descendant of a family dcar 
to the Hoysala lineage), king Visnuvardhana, with his own hand, made a grant 
of two villages, viz. Sindagere and Kiriya Muguli. The gift was made in the 
divine prcsence of Galagesvara on the bank ofthe Tungabhadr�, °The date of 
this gift is given as Saka year 1059, Na<a, Uttar�yana -sankr�nti and Sunday. 
The details correspond with 25th December, 1136 C.E. But the weekday was 
Friday." 

The spiritual descent of M�ghacandrad�va, given in the record, is as 
follows: 

Prabh�candra - Panditad�va 
(dhareya idy� - cakravarti) 

Kumudacandra - PaFditad�va 

Padmanandi - Bha��ar�ka 

Kulacandra - Siddh�ntad�va 

GuFacandrad�va 

Vardham�na - Pandita 

M�ghanandi - Siddh�ntad�va 

Gandavimuktad�va - muni 
(câritra cakr�[vara) 

Meghacandra - Bratin�tha 
(maha-mantrav�di) 

Ofthese some pontiffs are refered to elsewhere." M�ghacandra -Bratin�tha 

Is eulogized in the present record profusely. He was a Triyambaka in subduing 

the evil spirits, a sun in dispelling the darkness of illusion, a Garuda to the 

Serpent (the evil), a doer of good to people and a breaker of the pride ofarrogant 

hostile ministers. 
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M�ghacandra was an expert in occult science. The ecord deseribes hi 
thus : 

"Lo ! foremost hero, hide yourself ! O demon, stop your ostentation: 0 
goblin, do not trust your might, get lost ! O ghost race (the group of souls afe 
death and previous to their being born again), go away without any ery: 0 
female demon, taunt not - thus the sound of the kettle -drum of the fame 
(asobherirava) of the illustrious M�ghacandra, utter!" 

Ca��imayya's younger brother who later came to be known as M�ghacandra 
ably removed from the people the fear of snakes, devils, demons, cruel graha,. 
aäkhinis and fineds by the grace of Jina -[�sana -d�vate. Hence whatever he 
uttered, it became a mantra, whatever he wrote, it became a yantra (protective 
band or amulet), whatever he outcried, it became a tantra (magical or mystical 
formularies). 
4. Conclusion 

It is learnt from this record Ca�timayya's younger brother hailing from a family 
of generals serving under Hoysala rulers was drawn towards religion and spiri 
tuality. He embraced Jain ascetic order and became free from the fetters of 
mundane world. He worked for the welfare of the people in a different strata unlike his brothers or father. He became a mah�-mantrav�di, determining and 
dedicating himself to ward off the evil spirits. His innate spiritual thrust made him a human being with difference. He became a famous pontiff M�ghacandra. 
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1.'Srimatu-parama-gambhira-sy�d-v�d=amõgha-l�mchhanam 
jiyat trai=lökya-n�thasya 's�sanaA Jina-s�[anam 1lsvasti sa 

2. madhigata-pamcha-mah�-sabda-mah�-mamdal�[varam 
Dvár�vati-pura-värgsvaraim Y�dava-kul=ämbara 
dyumani samya 

Text 

3, kta-chülamaFi maleparolu-gamd=ãdy=aneka-n�mâvali 
vir�jam�nar-appa tri-bhuvana-malla Mara-Voysala-devan 
ata 

4. nim balika 11 Eppidj-Voysa|la] EreyaDga-Voysaja 
Talek�qu-Voysalan=Udy�ditya Kkn�a-Vinay�ditya Nripa 
Kama-Hiriya 

5. Hoysa<a-devanim baliki 11 svasti samasta-bhkmi-pati 
Vikrama-Gariga-nrip�<an=eka-bhõgya-sthira[s�sanam 
saka<a-dhariFiyam pari 

6. pa<isaluke bhkmi-stutan-eka-vakyan=ene Hoysala-bhupati 
Gamga-vadhkdi-stana-t�ra-häran=ene r�jisi r�jyado<=iddu 

7. r�gadim 11 d�va-sri Vinay�rka-Voysa<a nija-sri-kirtti-lat� 
valli dig-d�vi kalpa-mahirhagalane suttirdda-buj�ndakenild� 
vidyadha 

8. ra-k�nta-kunta<ake pulp�n+kam�yt-emdod-inn=e v�<vem 
bliyad+ya vikramad=upama si-valli-sarhlileyim 11 imt=olpirm 
nere 

9. d=i[rldda Hoysa<a-nripaing=uts�hadin pu�idain [sau]ti [ri 
Jina-d�va-pada-kama<am samgrama-R�mam dvißat 
santan-anta-Kritamtai=a 

10.hava-jayasr+-k�ntan vara-k�ntanaergeyangireyamga 
bhkpane valam vi[y=ambar�-bh�gadol 1 lantu Vineyäditya 

11.Hoysal-d�van=Ereyarmga-deva Balläladeêva 

tan 

33 

an 

Vishnuva[rlddhana-devan-Uday�ditya-devan=olagãda 
kumararim(I) sukhadim rajyam ge 



12yut=ire ll11si-vadhuge Parvvati-vadhug-a vâsishta. brat lmdravadhugeney"emd- bhk-valeyam Jagadala. madeviya guga 13. ganada mahimeyam bampi_ugum ll ene pempam ta<eda jagaj-jana-vamdite Jaina-dharmma-nirmma<e sakal-avani 
Pogale Muguliyo< 

14. chelv=ene Jina-mamdiramia[rtthiyim madisida<u 11 m�disida<u gagana-talak-ku¢-ene Sura-raja-sayana-man. 
maya-griha 

15. dol-todene vara-mukti-grihak-kidene raman+ya Jaina-griha maimVanamlii Jina-nilayakk=� nir�j=�nane nega<da naluku matta 

16. ranittalu puj�-vidhig-iduniluk-imni jagadolu clzaindra suryyar-ulamnevara llaritu Viney�ditya-Hoysa<a-Jina 
17. Iayakke Jagada<a-mah�deviyara gurugalu 'sfi-Mklä amghadch�ryyaru Ku<achamdra-siddhamta-d�vara 

sa-dharmmar=appa 18. Gupachamdra-bha�täraka-devargge Saka-valt]sha 1005 deneya Rudbirödugari-samvatsarad=Uttar�yaFa 
samkränti Soma-v�radamdu 

19. devagge maleparo<u-gandana nalvattu-g�na kölalu devar-amga-bhogakka pkjariga jimnoddh�rakka athiti-püje 20. ga bi�ta gadde mattaru n�luku 11 s�garabbeya-katin=iliya tõrm�a sampageya mogeyà hkvan=iliya tõmtava 21. Kariya-DEvachandranikkida m�duhalada tõmta l asagara holeya hkvina tõmtay=arhtu nalkum 11 Ri[iyaraha 22, liyam madiy=allige nk,-ettina sunka 1 kavartte l bíravana 1 mâvatavaFa koçativana katigedere sãc�barjnige haimdaluvana bi�i 
23. sollage 1 Sanivarada hagal=iru<a em�u javada hiri-niru modal-�ge ä f�java Vinay�ditya-Hoysa[la]-devaru Gupachamdra 
24. devargge dhara-pkrvakam m�di ko�taru 1 Gunachamdra devara sishyarv=Varddham�na-pamditargge Jagadala 

mahadeviyaru dh�r�-pkrvvaka 
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25. madidar- antu sukhadim Hoysa[a-râjyave g�diy�gi räjyan 
geyuttire l1011 svasti samadhigata-pamcha-mah�sabda 
mah�-«ma-mandalë[va 

2%, ram Dv�r+vati-pura-varãdhi[varam sarmmyakta 
chü¢�maFi 1 Komgu-Namgali-Gamgav�di 
No<ambavaVi-Banavase-Hanumgall-Uchehamgi 
KamchigomVa SrÉ 

27. mat=Tribhuvanamalla VishFuvalrddhanvira-Gamga 
Hoysa<a-devaru Balla(c)la-d�va N�rasimgha-deva 
Vijaya-Narayana-devan=olag=�da 

28. kumararim Bamkäpurada bidinolu sukha-samkat� 
vinõdadim rajyaA geyuttire 11 tatp�da-padn-õpajiviga<u 
Aneya 

29. Lõkimeya-dandan�yaka B�dara-ChãvaFana k�ciy=ödisi 
Asamdiy=ainkruva Vinay�ditya-Hoysa<aévang-�kachh 
chha 

30. trarm maadi talegot�a 11 äyana putra Goggimaya 
damdan�yaka Vishnuvarddhana-devana samipadalu 
Kaly�Fadalu talego 

31.tal i Goggimayanim kigiya-bhamd�ri Chat�tintyyanin 
kiriya sri-Mülasamghad-�ch�ryyaru Magha(va)namdi 
siddhamta 

32. d�vara'sishyaru Gamgavimukta-siddh�mta-d�vara sa 
dhar]mmar-appa'srimanu-mah�-mantra-vadi 
M�ghachandra-d�vargge halaya 

33. ra magan=emdu kãrupyam geydu Saka-varsha 1059 ya 
Na<a-samvatsa[ra<d=Uttar�yana-samkr�ntiy 
- 

34. du Tuimgsbhadreya tadiyalu Galagesvara-dev ara 
sam+padalu Vishnuva<Yjddhana-d�va Sirmda(m)gereya 
sth�namum Kiriya-Muguli 

35. ya sthanamuma sr+-hastadim dh�rapkrvvakam madida 
a1l svasti 'srimanu=maha-mamdalesvara 
Vishnuvarddhana-v)ra-Ganga-Narasimgha 
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36. deva prithvi-rajyam geyuttire Hoysala-Jinälayakke purava<rlggav=igi Hehm�di-gauda tamna sãmyada bhümiya ko�tu de 
37. vara sarugimge harala-makkiyal"omdu gaddeya bitac Ereya-gaucana putra Bamma-gauda tuçuvaln-mamniDm melaFa me 
38. yyal-cmdu hüvina-tötava devarige bit�ta l 'sri-Müla samghad=ach�ryya-guru-kula 11 dh©reya vidy� chakravartti Prabh�chamdra-sha(-pa)m 
39. dita-devaru l ekasane gala-gundaga�ttari Kumudachamdra-pamVita-devaru 1 Padumanamdi bha�tarakara 'sishyaru Kulachamdra-siddhamta 

dévarum GuFa 
40. cha<m)]dra-d�[va]ru 1l ava[ral] sishyaru Varddhamana palm]ditarum Migha(va)namdi-siddh�mta-devarujele mavim banav=abujadim tiligolam m�Fikyadim 1iamdan�va 41. li-t�-�dhipanim nabham subhadam-ágirppu-tiridattu nirmmalam=igalu Kulachamdra-d�va-charan=ämbhõj�ta 

seva-vineschala-saiddhaintika Megha 42. namdi-muniyim'sri-Komdakumd=anvaya |l avara'sishyan 1l var�r=vara-vich�ru-chãnu-nipuFam virarm vrithâ mã krith� kimchitu [kau] 
43. tukam=asti mastaka-tad=deyir=vinyasta- hast-�ija<ir =m�hebhah kana-kumbha-p+tha-luthan=araktõrvvi-mukuta 

phalaih sõ,yam Ga<m]davimukuta 
44. deva-munis=ch�ritra-chakr�svara l lol ati-dhkrta graha-nigrah-�graha-niyõga-Triyambakarn sr�khini-krita may�-timira-pra 

45. bh�dana-din�sam arppa-sauparFnan=uddhata-n�na-ripu 
"mamtri-darppa-dalanain Sr)-M�ghachaindr-�hvaya bratin�tham sujan=opa 

46. k�ra-kâraFa-vy�para-p�r�yanam ll ele v+ragramey= aVamgu 1 maru<ey-atöpamam m�Fu dÕrv=valamam nachchuva bhuta 
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47 tolagum=a komgalva g�mdharvva-samkulame sarade 
pögu r�kshasiyarimn=ksh�pamarH mäFim=end=uligum 
Srí-mu 

48. ni Meghachamdrana ya[ö()bheri-ravam dhatriyo<u 11 
uraga-pis�cha-bhkta-gaFav=ugra-nava-graha-sakhini 
nis�chara-bha 

49. yamam nivarisaluk-a Jina-s�sana-devyar-ajneyail. 
baredude yamtram=odidude mamtram=oraldurdude 
tarmtram=emdod=a 

S0. chchari mun: M�ghachamdrana guFomnati gitisuvã 
tal�gradolu 11 uradi täpasan=evanemdu kadupim 
vidhy�dharar-kimnaraF=n 

S1. re g�mdha[r}vvara-gurvvõparvvesukarade toragap[orvva 
pöchcharadim srimanu-M�ghacharhdra-muniyo<u marunu 

52. sopp�gi godmorey-i�un pulugachchi põda palarutn 
bhktamgal-em pelave 1¢Vinay�ditya-Hoysa<a-Ji 

53. n�layakke sarugirmge Söveya-n�yaka tamn� 
kodamgiy=o<age bi�ta gadde kamma hattu 1-Ç-1 imt=/ 
dharmmavan=aru kelamba 

S4. ru sarvva-säntar-�ge nadevara maha=pur]sharige 
Kurukshetra-Gamge-B�nar�si-Praya|ga}-divya 
tirtthamgalo<= �lu-koö�i kavile 

5S.Jeya ködu[m]-kolaga[man] homnalu kattisi ye<u-kö�i 
Br�hmana[r]gge dh¡ra-pürvvakam madi-ko�ta punyam*akku 
1! tamnimdam he 

56. rarimdav-aru kelamba+(in) dharmmade p�pa-buddhiyam 
chim[ijsidavar� divya-t+irttharnga!o<-�<u-kõ�i kavileya 
ko[mJdavara m�insavav-elu-ko 

57. ti Br�hmanara komdavara rakutadalu tuyyalin= arddi 
tittarDgalo<u elu-kö�i Brahmatik�rara hamtiluyal=umda 
Brahm�tiy=a 

S8. kku l1sva-dattarm para-dattam v� yõ har�ti vasumdhar�m 1 
shashti[rvva]rsha-sahasr�ni visht�yam j�yatë krimih 1 1 
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