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DISCOVERY OF A JAIN EPIGRAPH
Mr. H.M. Nagaraja Rao, Epigraphist, University of Mysore, India

Recent discoveries have brought to light a number of Kannada Epigraphs from
the State of Kamataka, South India. Of these, a lithic inscription from Hale
Uppalli village near Chikkamagalur town merits attention. While digging for
renovation af a temple at the village this lithic record was discovered by Mr.
Harish Singatagere, a local amature archeologist. An estampage of the record
was sent to me for examination.

The stone measures 160 cms by 75 cms and its thickness is 5 cms. On it are
seen 58 lines beautifully engraved. The letters have Hoysala characteristics of
12th century C.E. The language employed is mainly Kannada having a few
linguistic and orthographical errors. At the top of the stone there are images of

a Jina with mukkodde (triple parasol), an elephant and a cow and a calf, all in
half relief.

1. Preamble

This Jain epigraph throws welcome light on the early history of Hoysala kings
who ruled southern Karnataka and parts of Tamilnadu from 10th to latter part of

13th C.E. The record also has a place of prominance in the history of medieval
Jainism.

The record begins with traditional Jain invocation :
Srimat - parama : gambhira...

This is a sloka from the text Pramana Sangraha of Akalanka. The sloka
which belongs to 7th century C.E. The record ends with the traditional Jain
verse, sva : dattam para : dattam va...... a sloka found in Padma Purana,
Bhavishya Purana and Brahmanda Purana.

L.1. New Light on Political History

The historical importance of the record lies in the fact that some Hoysala rulers
are brought to light for the first time. Hence the antiquity of Hoysala dynasty
is pushed back to the early decades of 10th Century C.E. The record mentions
the earliest Hoysala king Mara - Voysala who was followed respectively by the
following names: Eppidi- Voysala, Ereyanga Voysala (I), Talekadu - Voysala
Udayaditya, Kunta Vinayaditya also known as Vinayaditya (I) and Nripakama
. Hoysaladeva. The last Hoysala mentioned above became a wellknown histori-
cal person and ruler of the land. However at present, no names of the kings
mentioned above except for Nripakama are known. But we know Eppidi and

Talakadu are place names. -
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Vikrama Ganga Nripila mentioned in the record may be identifieq Wity
Vikramaditya - VI (1076 to 1126 C.E.) the Calukya overlord of the Hoysaly

Also two other records refer to Vikrama Ganga.'

1.2 Vinayaditya - Il and Mahadévi .
Ereyanga of the record is eulogized as a lotus at the feet of Lor'd J fna' and ",
Rama in battle' (Jina - deva-pada-kamalam sangrama Ramam - in line 9).

We know Ereyanga 11, the son of Vinayaditya 11, whose father was Nripakam
had two wives : Ecaladevi | and Mahadevi.?

Jagadala-Mahadgvi is identical with Mahadavi. The term Jagadala Meang
'one who delights the world".? She, the record states, is equal to 'Srivadhy (god-
dess of wealth, Lakshmi), Parvati (consort of Siva) and Indra - vadhu (beloveg
of Indra, éachi). The whole world praises her virtues (lines 12-13)

1.3 Commissioning of Jina Temple
Respected by the people of the world and pure observance of the Jain tenets
Jagadala Mahadévi got commissioned a Jina temple at Muguli. The temple
was 5o lofty as to touch the sky and earth (gagana - tala kudene), beautify]
(cheluvene) and charming (ramaniya- lines, 14-15). The temple was called
Vinayaditya - Hoysala - J inalaya, possibly named after her father in law.

Also, Mahadévi made a grant of 4 matters* of wetland to this temple. The
grant was for the decoration (angabhoga) of the god, priest, repairs of the
temple and for (atithi-puje). The recipient of the grant was Gunachandra-
Bhattarakadéva, preceptor of the queen. It suggests Rishiyarahalli had been
established at the time Mahadévi made another gift to Jaina Pandita Vardhamana.
Vinayaditya also made a grant of income from certain taxes, |t is noteworthy
that a record from Mattavara,’® a nearby village, refers to Rishihallj and men-
tions certain taxes which are given in the present record,

The given details of date of the inscription, Sakq year 1005, Rudhirodgari,
Uttarayana- sankranti, regularly equates with 25th December, 1083C.E.* When
Vinayaditya (II) was ruling southern Karnataka as a Calukya feudatory.

2. Ereyanga - Il and His Lineage

_ This lengthy record further refers to the accomplishments of Visnuvardhana,
son of Ereyanga (I1) and gradson of Vinayaditya (11). It is known from the record
for the first time, that he had three sons, viz. Ballaladéva, Narasingadéva and
Vijayanarayanadéva, The king was ruling from his Camp at Bankapura.” Among
his epithets 'conqueror of Kanchi' (Kanchigonda in line 26) is noteworthy.
Aneya Lokimayya was a general under Vinayaditya. He fought against
Bedara Cavana, made him flee and gained the region of Asandi - 500* for his
master. However, Lokimayya seems to have been killed in the fight that en-
sued. His son Goggimayya fought valiantly in front of his master Visnuvardhana,
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at Kalyapa, the Cilukya capital #nd died. Kiriya Bhandiri Cattimayya was a
~ younger brother of Goggimayya.

3. Life Story of Méghacandradéva
C.nimayya's' younger brother whose name, however, is not given in the record,
embraced Jain faith, became an ascetic and bore the name, Méghacandradéva.
He was a colleague of Gapdavimuktadeva, disciple of Maghanandi
Siddhintad.é?’a of Miila-sangha. He became renowned as a maha-mantravadi
(great maglcnan)-. As he was a'halayara maga' (i.c. a descendant of a family dcar
to the Hoysala lineage), king Visnuvardhana, with his own hand, made a grant
:l- of two villages, viz. Sindagere and Kiriya Muguli.’ The gift was made in the
divine presence of Galagesvara on the bank of the Tungabhadra." The date of
this gift is given as Saka year 1059, Nala, Uttarayana - sankranti and Sunday.
- The details correspond with 25th December, 1136 C.E. But the waekday was
- Friday."

The spiritual descent of Méghacandradéva, given in the record, is as
follows :

Prabhacandra - Panditadéva
(dhareya vidva - cakravarti)

|
Kumudacandra - Panditadéva

Padmanandi - Bhattaraka

Kulacandra - Siddhantadéva

Gunacandradéva

Vardhamana - Pandita

l
Maghanandi - Siddhantadéva

|
Gandavimuktadéva - muni
(caritra cakrésvara)
|
Meghacandra - Bratinatha
(maha-mantravadi)

Of these some pontiffs are referred to elsewhere. '? Méghacandra - Bratinatha
is eulogized in the present record profusely. He was a Tn’).;ambaka in subduing
the evil spirits, a sun in dispelling the darkness of illusion, a Qamda to the
serpent (the evil), a doer of good to peopleand a breaker of the pride of arrogant

hostile ministers.
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Méghacandra was an expert in occult science. The record describes him
lhuf‘l..o ! foremost hero, hide yourself ! O demon, stop your ostentatiop, 0
goblin, do not trust your might, get lost ! O g'host race (the group of souls aftey
death and previous to their being born again), go away without any cry: 0
female demon, taunt not - thus the sound of the kettle -drum of the fame
(vasobherirava) of the illustrious M&ghacandra, utter!"

Cattimayya's younger brother who later came to be known as Méghacandr,
ably removed from the people the fear of snakes, devils, demons, cruel grahas,
Sakhinis and fineds by the grace of Jina - Sdsana - dévate. Hence whatever he
uttered, it became a mantra, whatever he wrote, it became a yantra (protective
band or amulet), whatever he outcried, it became a tantra (magical or mystica]
formularies).

4. Conclusion
It is learnt from this record Cattimayya's younger brother hailing from a family
of generals serving under Hoysala rulers was drawn towards religion and spiri-
tuality. He embraced Jain ascetic order and became free from the fetters of
mundane world. He worked for the welfare of the people in a different strata
unlike his brothers or father. He became a maha-mantravadi, determining and
dedicating himself to ward off the evil spirits. His innate spiritual thrust made
him a human being with difference. He became a famous pontiff Méghacandra.
| |
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Text

‘snmatu-parnma-gambh1ra-syad-vad=amogha lamchhanam
jiyat trai=lokya-nathasya‘saSanam Jina-$asanam | Isvasti sa

A madh1gata-pamcha-mahg-§abda-maha-mamdalesvaram

Dvar:watn-purll-vmraL varam Yadava-kul-—ambara-
dyumam samya

. kta~chulamani maleparolu-gamd=ady=aneka-namavali-

virajamanar=appa tri-bhuvana-malla Mara-Voysala-d’ evan
ata

. aim balika 11 Eppidi-Vo sa[la] Ereyamga-Voysaia

Talekadu-Voysalan=Udyaditya Kuma-Vmayadltya Nripa-
Kama-Hiriya-

. Hoysala-devanim baliké 11 svasti samasta-bhumi-pati

Vv lknma-Ganga-nnpalan—eka—bhogya sthira‘sasanam
sakala-dharipiyam pari

. pajisaluke bhumi-stutan=eka-vakyan=ene Hoysala-bhupan

Gamga-vadhugi-stana-tara-haran=ene rajisi rajyado]=iddu

. ragadim 11 déva-$ri Vinayarka-Voysala nija-sri-Kirtti-lata-

valli dig=deévi kalpa-mahirhagalane suttirdda-bujandakenilda
vidyadha

. ra-kanta-kuntalake pulpan'kamay‘t—emdod—lmn-e velvem

bhyadiya vikramad= =upama sri-valli- samhleykm 11 lmt-olptm
nere

=i[rJdda Hoysala-nripamg=utsahadim puttidam [$au]ti $ri-
Jma-deva—pada-kamalam samgrama-Ramam dviSat
sanfan=anta-Kritamtap=a

+an an

10.hava-jaya-sri-kantam vara-kantamsq\ ergeyamgsr.reyamga-

bhiipane valam viév=ambara-bhagado] 11antu Vineyaditya

11.Hoysala-devan=Ereyarmga-deva Ballaladeva

Vishpuva[r]ddhana-dévan-Udayaditya-devan=olagada
kumararim(l) sukhadim rajyam ge
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Ryutt=ire 11 0 IISrT-vudhuge P’irwat_i«vadhug.-a visish;,.
brat=Imdra-vadhug=epey=emd= bhu-valeyam J Agadaly.
madeviya guna w . L

13, gapada mahimeyam barmpisugum | I‘ ene pempam taleda
Jagyj-jana-vamdite Jaina-dharmma-nirmmale sakal=avap;

le Muguliyo

l4?::%\1-1:1\:1ilni-lﬁaﬁidimnrtn[r]tthiyilh madisidaju 1]
madisidaju gagana-talak=kiig=ene Sura-raja-sayana-map;.
maya-griha

15, dol-todcnc.vag-mukti-grihak-kidene ramaniya Jaina-grih,.
mamdanam,111J ina-nilayakk=a nir&=anane negalda nalyk,
matta

16. ran=ittaju puja-vidhig=iduniluk=irhni -jagado|u cl:aindra-
suryyar=ullamnevara 1lamty Vineyaditya-Hoysala-Jinz

17. layakke Jagadala-mahadeéviyara gurugalu sri-Mula-
samghad=achiryyary Kulachamdra-siddiamta
sa-dharmmar=appa

18. Gunacha:ixdra-bha_t_ti’raka-d’é'vargge Saka
deneya Rudhlr?:dug'irl-sali:va_tsarad=Utta
samkranti Soma-varadamdy

19. deva[r]gge maleparolu-gapdana nalvattu-géna kolaly
devar=amga-bhdgakka PUjariga jimnoddharakka athiti-puje

20. ga bifta gadde mattary naluku 11 s?igumbbeya-kaggin=ili)'a
tornfa sarmpageya mogeya huvan=iliya tortava

21. Kariya-DEvachamdranfi_kkida maduhalada tomta | asagara-

holeya hiivina tomtav=amty nalkum 11 Ri$iyaraha

22, lliyam magdiy=allige nir=ettina sumka | kavartte | biravana

© "I mavattavana kodativana kattigedere sﬁcﬁ\barjrﬁge

hamdaluvana bifti

23. sollage 1 Sanivarada h

modal=agea ¢java Vj
Gupachamdra

24. devargge dhiri-pﬁn;fgkarh madi koftaru | Gunachamdra-
devara sishyarv=Varddham§na-paliu_iita rgge Jagadala-
mahadeviyary dhara-pirvvaka

-dévara

-va|[t]sha 1005
rayana-

agal=irula emfu javada hiri-niru
nayaditya-Hoysa|la]-dévaru




25. madidar=antu sukhadim Hoyu[[‘a]-rijyave gadiyéigi rajyam
geyuttire 11 @ 11 svasti samadhigata-pamcha-mahj$abda
maha-+saka-marhdalesva

26. rarm DvATivati-pura-var<adhlévaram sammyakta-
chigamapi 1 Komgu-Namgali-Gamgavadi-
Nolambnvadl-lhnavase-Hanumgall-Uchchamgi-
Kamchigomda Sri

27. mat=Tribhuvanamalla Vishpuva[r]ddhansvira-Gamga-
Hoysala-dévaru Balla(ri)la-deva Nirasimgha-deva
annya-Narayana-devnn—olag=ada

28. kumararim Bamkapurada bidinoju sukha-samkata-
vinodadim rajyam geyuture 11 tat“pada-padm-opajwlgalu
Aneya

29. Loki meya.-damdanayaka Beqlara.—Chavanana kaciy=odisi

Asamdiy=ainuruva Vinayadltya-Hoysalad-@vamg--ekachh-
chha

30. tram maadi talegofta 11 @yana putra Goggimaya-
damdanayaka Vishnuvarddhana-dévana samipadalu
Kalyanadalu talego ;

31.ttall  Goggimayanim kiriya-bhamdari Chattmieranit'n
kiriya Sri-Mulasamghad=acharyyaru Magha(va)namdi-
siddhamta-

32. devara’sishyaru Gamdavimukta-siddhiamta-devara sa-
dha[rJmmar=appa‘srimanwmaha-maitra-vadi
Méghachamdra-devargge halaya

33. ra magan=emdu karupyam geydu Saka-varsha 105¢ ya
Nala-samvatsa[ra]d=Uttarayana-samkrantiy
=Adivaradam

34. du Tumgabhadreya tadiyalu Galagesvara-dévara
samipadalu Vishpuva|r]jddhana-deva Simda(m)gereya
sthanamum Kiriya-Muguli

35. ya sthanamuma 5ri-hastadim dharapurvvakam magida 11
2 11 svasti $rimanu=maha-mamdalesvara
Vishnuvarddhana-vira-Gamga-Narasimgha-
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36. deva prithvi-rajyam geyuttire Hoysala-Jinalayakke
purava|rjggav=agi Hetmadi-gauda tamna simyag,
bhumiya kottu de

37. vara sarugimge harala-makkiyal=omdu gaddeya biypg
Ereya-gaudana putra Bamma-gauda tuguvala-mamp;p,
melana me

38. yyalscmdu huvina-totava devarige bitta | ‘sri-Mula-
samghad=acharyya-guru-kula 11 dhdreya vidya-
chakravartti Prabhachamdra-sha(=pa)m

39. dita-devaru 1 ekasane gala-gu'ndagartiari
l\'umudachaﬁudn-paﬁidita-d‘ivaru 1 Padumanamd;.
bhattarakarasishyary Kulachamdra-siddhamta.
devarum Gupa

40. cha|i]dra-dé[Va]ru 1] ava[ra) Sishyaru Varddham'ina.
pa[in]ditarum Migha(va):_na:iu‘ll-siddhi ﬁlta-dévarulg,]c
mavim banav=abujadim tiligolam manikyadim Liamdanay,

41. li-tir=adhipanim nabharm Subhadam=agirppu-tiridatty

nirmmalam=igalu Ku[achathdra-dé'va-champ=51hbh6jéta-
seva-vineSchala-saiddhamtika Megha

42, [:an'mdi-muniyilh'sr'i-Kohcjakuhd%nvaya I avara sishyan
11 varémam—vichﬁm—chiru-nipuqaﬁm viram vritha ma
kritha kirhchitu [kau]

43. tukam=astj mastaka-tad=deyir=vinyasta-
=mahebhah kana-kurhbha-p?;ha-lughan
phalaih so,yain Ga[m]davimukuta

44, dEva-muni’s=ch§ritra-chakréﬁvara IH%-I  ati-dhurta-
graha-nigmh=§gmha-niy<'>'ga-Triyaﬁ1bakam srakhinj-krita-
maya-timira-pra "

45, bhEdana-din'é'§am--.‘.arppa-saupa.rpnan=uc£hata-n‘5n3—ripu'

‘martri-darppa-dalanarn &ﬁ-MEghachsmdF'dhvaya-
bratinatham sujan=0pa
46. kira-lérana-vyip'ira-piriyanmh 11 ele viragramey=

adamgu | maruley=at5pamam manu dorv=valamam
nachchuva bhuta

hast=amja)ir
=araktorvvi-mukuta-
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47. me tolggumfﬁ kofrﬂﬁlva gamdharvva-samkulame sarade
pdgu rakshasiyarimn=ksheépamam manim=emd=uligum
$ri-mu &

48. ni Meghachamdrana yasd(rh)bhe:i-ravam dhatriyolu 11
uraga-pisacha-bhiita-ganav=ugra-nava-graha-sakhini
nisachara-bha

49. yamarn nivarisaluk=a Jina-sasana-dévyar=ajneyui..
baredude yamtram=odidude mamtram=oraldurdude
tamtram=emdod=a

50. chchari mun: Méghachamdrana gunomnati gitisuva ¢
talagradolu 11 uradi tapasan=evanemdu kadupim

vidhyadharar=kimnarap=ne

51. re gamdha[r]vvara-gurvvdparvvesukarade toragapporvva-
pochcharadim srimanu-Méghacharmdra-muniyolu marunu

52. soppag: godmorey=ittum pulugachchi poda palarur
bhutamgal=ein pelave 1Vinny§ditya-Hoysa!a-Ji

53. nalayakke sarugirhge Soveya-nayaka tamna
kodamgiy=olage bitta gadde kamma hattu l-@‘l imt=1
dharmmavan=aru kelamba

54. ru sarvva“santar=age nadevar=a maha=pu[r]sharige
Kurukshetra-Gamge-Banarasi-Praya|ga]-divya-
tirttharmgalol="elu-koti kavile

55.leya kodu[m]-kolaga[mam] homnalu kattisi yelu-koti

Brahmapa(r]gge dhara-purvvakaim madi-kotta punyam®akku
1) tamnimdam he

56. rarimdav=aru kelambazi(m) dharmma'ae papa-buddhiyam
chim([ti)sidavar=a divya-tirtthamgalol=elu-koti kavileya
ko[m]davara mamsavav=elu-ko

57. ti Brahmapara komdavara rakutadalu tuyyalin= arddi
tittarhgalolu €lu-koti Brahmatikarara hamtiluyal=umda
Brahmatiy=a _

58. kku 11sva-dattar para-dattam va yo hareti vasurndharam 1
shashti[rvva]rsha-sehasrani vishtayarn jayate krimih 1 k-1
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