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Bhattotpala: His Date, Life and Writings 

Bhattotpala is well-known as an astronomical writer and ૩5 

an erudite scholiast « £ Varahamihira’s works. But no particulats 
of his personal life काट known and the question of his date still 

awaits a final solution. The fixation of Utpala’s date has an 

important bearing on the dates of several Sanskrit writers quoted 

by him. In the present paper, therefore, it 15 proposed ૬૦ 

dwell on these problems તદ some length with a view to arrive at 

some satisfactory conclusions. 

In one of the concluding verses! occurring in the manuscripts 

of his commentary ભા the Brbajjataka, Ucpala informs ઘડ that 

he finished it on Thursday, coupled with the gth day ૦ घाट 

bright half of Caitra, in the Saka year 8887 : 

चेलमासस्य पश्चभ्यां सितायां गुरुवासरे । 
वस्वष्टामिते* शाके कृतेयं વિશ્રતિર્યચા ॥ 

1 This 35 the दी out of seven concluding stanzas. 

2 This verse occurs 10 Ms. No. 413 of 1561-82, 872 of 1887-91, 

and 279 of Viérambag collection in the Bhandarkar Oriental Research 

Institute, Poona, 10 a Ms. noticed 10 R. L. Mitra’s Notices of Skt. Mss., 

vol. 11 (1574), 9. 166, and in a Ms, in the Bodleian Library; but it is 

absent in No. 177 of A1882-83, 951 of 1886-92, dated Samvat 1855, and ~ 

in 278 of Visrambig collection in છે. O, રિ. Institute. My thanks are due 

to 586 V. M. Bedekar of Poona for supplying this information. 

3 The Ms. noticed by R. L. Muira gives the reading ‘Vasu‘a'.s_ta"s'vami- 

te' or A, D, 788. The statement of D, C, Bhattacharya that 5:55 &88 

current Caitra - Sukla 5 ended at about 10 hours, Wednesday, 28th 

February. A. D, 956 is incotrect and his suggestion to amend the ૦૧102 

as “745ઇ45ઇ44047266૮' (1. e. Saka 775) 15 quite unwarranted. For 115 view 

vide Indian Calture, X1l (1945-46), pp. 81-82. _
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A similar couplet found at the end of his gloss on the Brhat- 

5૮798464 gives the date of its completion 25 Thursday, the 2nd 

day of the dark half of Phalguna, again in the $aka year 5885: — 

फीाल्गुनस्य द्वितीयायामसितायां गुरोदिंने । 
बस्वा्टमिते शाके कृतेयं विद्वतिर्मया ॥ 

Now, if 85 usual, the Saka year 888 15 referred to the Saka 

era with A.D. 78 as its epoch and 15 regarded ૩5 current (887 
expired), we get satisfactory resules.  Thus, in Saka 888 current, 

Caitra $ukla 5 began on Thursday, gth March, A.D. 965, at 

about 58 ghatis. 22 palas since mean sunrise at Ujjain, and 

ended on Friday, ૩૬ about 53 ghatis, 52 palss. And the 

Pgrpimantz Philguna krspa 2 10 that year began ૦ Wednesday 

1oth january, A.D. 966, at about 41 ghatis, 2 palas and ended 

on Thursday, 11th January, at about 34 ghatis, 48 palas. Thus 

we get Thursday, gth March, A.D. 965 and Thursday 11th 

January, A.D. 066 respectively for the completion of his scholia 

ભા the Brhajjataka and દોટ Brbatsashbita®. 

But some scholars have tried to interpret this date in fantastic 

ways. It 035, for instance, been held by some that the Saka- 

kala mentioned by Utpala is identical with the so-called Cyrus 

Era which 15 supposed ૬૦ have commenced in B.C. 551-550° 10 

4 This verse is found in Mss, Nos. 415 of 1881-82 in the Deccan 

College Collection and 305 of Vi§rimbag Collection in B. 9. R. 105દદ., 

Poona, in No. 247 in घाट collection of the Bombay Branch of the Asiatic 
Society (Catalogwe, vol, I, pp. 82-83), and उप No. 364 of Bombay 

University collection (Catalogue, vol, 1, p, 149). Also vide 14, XIX, 

P- 41; JRAS, लिए Scries, XX, p. 372 note; JRAS., N. 9. vol. I, p. g10. 

5 A list furnished by astronomers of Ujjayini to Hunter and 

- published “ઝ Colebrovke (Miscellancous Essays, ૪૦. 11, pp. 461-63) 

~ assigns Bhattotpala to $aka 8go, which is only two years later than these 

dates 

6 (६. JAHRS, XX, (1949-50), pp. 39-52; रस. XXVII (1950) 

Pp. 103-110; JAHRS, XXI, pp. 1-40; 70૪774 of the Punjab University 
Historical Society, Vol. I, pp. 61-73, 123-136. કટ. Rangarajan 

(Proceedings of Indian History Congress, Fifth Session (1943), p. 164) 

suggests that Saka cra began in B, C. 523/22 with the first viceroy બ 

India appointed by the Persian emperor
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commemoration of the foundation of the great Persian empire 

" by Cyrus or the lacter’s incursions into Indian borderland and 

that consequently Utpala composed his gloss ૦0 the 

Brhajjataka in A.D. 339 or 3385. But as we have shown 

clsewhere®, this theory is quite absurd. There is no evidence to 

show that Cyrus started any reckoning; and even admitting 105 

existence for a moment, we fail to understand how it came to be 

known as Saka-kala. It is equally inexplicable why this era 
became so very popular with Indian astronomers whereas it was 

totally ignored in its founder’s home state and even by his own 

descendants. Moreover, it hz. 9८८० pointed out quite plausibly 

that the particulars of dates specified above do not agree with the 

week-day (Thursday) either in A.D. 338 or 339°. 
In the introductory portion of his scholium ૦0 the Brbaj- 

jataks, Utpala quotes four stanzas from what फिट calls Bbaskaras- 

siddbanta, which are identical with Siddbanta-siromani, 1.9-12. 

He cites another verse from the same work on Brhajjataks 1. 1. 

Bhaskaracirya wrote his Siddbanta-firomani in Saka 1072 or 

A.D. 1150. Now, if Utpala actually excracted these verses 
from Bhaskara’s work, he must have fourished considerably after 

A.D. 1150, which 15 incompatible with the concluding verses of 

his commentaries on the Brhajjataka and the Brbatsabita. 

Some account for this discrepancy by emending the reading 

*Vasvastastamite’ into ‘Vasvastastimite’, which latter will give 

us Saka 1688 as the date of the composition of his com- 
mcn‘taricsl". Absurdity of this suggestion is obvious from the 

7 उस, 22111, p. 106; Punjab University Historical Society 

Journal, 1, pp. 61-73, 123-36. 10 his Popular Astronomy, V. Thiruven- 
katachar gives Utpala’s date as A. D, 34૦. v ' 

8 My paper read before 1961 session of Indian History Congress. 

It is published in Vidarbha Research Society’s Annual, 1961, pp, 26-46. 

9 JIH., XXXVI, 9. 364. 

(૦ Sitaram Jha (Brbajjataka with Utpala’s gloss, Banaras 8૦34) gives 

the reading as ‘Vasvastastimite’ and argues: -ચલો भास्कराचार्योत्पत्यनन्तर 

भट्टोत्पलस्थोत्पत्तिरिति ,.... ...તેત वख्ष्टाधिमिते ૧૬૦૦ शाके . कल्पयितुं રાચે, .. 

बहुधा लेखकाध्यापकाध्येतृदोषादिकारो પ્ર રતિ विजुरधेश्शं.. विमाव्यम्‌ ।
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fact that Alberuni, who wrote his account of Indiain A.D. 

1030, repeatedly refers to Utpala’® and quotes 8 [225522૯ from 
his gloss on the Brbatsambita*®. Again, Utpala 15 mentioned 

by Varunabhatta (Saka 962) 10 his glosson the Khandakbadyakas- 

karana of Brahmagupta'. References to Utpala are 8150 to be 

found in another commentary 00 the Khandakbadyaka composed 

in Saka 1564 and in the Padicarigakantuka written in Saka 

156735. Mm. P, V. Kane reconciles ઘડ discrepancy by sug- 
gesting that either Bhaskaracarya took these verses from an 

older homonymous writer*® or these verses were really marginal 
ones noted by some scribe or reader and were later incorporated 

by copyists in Utpala’s commentary 165૮156. 

Thus chere 15 no inherent difficulty 10 admitting that Utpala 

lived 10 the second half of the tenth ૮૯૧૬૫૬) A.D. Prof. Otto 

Naugebaurer has, however, recently pointed out 10 his paper 

entitled Variants to the Greek translation of AbuMa’shar’s version 

of the Paranatellonta®? of Varihamihira and Teukros,'® thac Abu 

Ma’shar, who died 10 A.D. 886, cites ત્ર passage concerning 

the third decan ot Aries, which belongs ૬૦ Utpala’s commentary 

and that one must assume that the above date of घाट composition 

"There 15 nothing to comniend ४, Subramhanya Sastry’s view (Saravali of 

Kalyanavarman, Bon‘xbay 1928, Preface, pp. 1-2) that Utpala lived at the 

time of the Mughal emperor Jahangir (A. 0, 1605-1627). 

11 E. Sachau, Alberuni’s India, 1, pp, 157-58, 298, 334 336-37, 361, 

367. ‘ 

12 Ibid. p. 205. મ 

13 ૭. છે. Dikshit, History of Indian Astronomy (Marathi), 9. 235 

14 Ibid, 

15 We know another Bhaskara who was a direct pupil ot Aryabhata 

and composed Maha-Bbaskariya and Laghu-Bhaskariya, Vide, 2. C. Sen- 

gupta, Kbandakbadyaka (Engl. ઘ.). Calcutta, 1934, Preface pp. xiii-xiv, 

16 JBBRAS, 1948-49, pp. 30-31. Dr, Kane informs us that these 

verses are not found in some manuscripts of the commentary. 

17 1. €. arrangement of constellations according to zodiacal signs and 

decans which rise simultaneously or set or culminate simultaneously, 

18 Bulletin of the Royal Academy of Belgium, for 1957-58, pp. 133« 

14o0.
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of Utpala’s commentary (Caitra $ukla 5, Saka 888) 15 incorrect 

ण that Utpala used दिए this chapter (Ch. 27 of Brbajjataka) an 

older gloss.®® 1 Utpala 15 really quoted by ૩ writer who lived 

before A.D. 886, the former must have flourished much earlier. 

Dr. Kane, therefore, rejects the authenticity of this date and 

states that Utpala cannot be placed later than A.D. 850.*° 

There are, however, good reasons to differ from this last 

suggestion. [11૯ two verses giving the dates 10 question are 
found in a large number of manuscripts and cannot therefore 

be regarded as spurious. Morcover, the date of his commentaries, 

Saka 888, 15 only two years earlier than the one atcributed to 

him (Saka 8go) in a list of astronomers which Hunter procured 

at U,jain and was later published by H. T. Colebrooke.” The 

only way of reconciling these discrepant facts 15 to refer these 

dates ૬૦ Vikrama Samvat commencing B.C. 58-57. 10 Vikrama 

888 current, Caitra $ukla 5 ended on Thursday, 3rd March, 

A.D. 830, at about 17 hours, zero minutes, while parpimanta 

Phalguna krsna 2 ended on 2nd February, AD. 831, at about 

48 gh. and 11 palas. The words Saka and $ika were used in two 

senses, viz. (1) the reckoning known after the Sakas, and (2) time- 

reckoning in general.?2l® And we have instances of the use of દોટ 

word S$ika to denote Vikrama era.®? If there still remainis some 

doube 113 the validity of our suggestion, it will be eliminated by 

what Utpala states about the commencement of the Saka ૯૩.૦ 
*That time’, says he, *when the barbarian rulers called Sakas 

were destroyed by ૬1૧૯ illustrious Vikramaditya is known by the 

19 20. Naugebaurer’s arguments are summarised in 7.45., Bombay, 

1958, pp, 347 
20 1bid. 

I Miscella’neous Essays, Vol, 1l pp. 4618-63. 

21a Ct. Jyotirvidabbarana, IV. 53, X, 110, 111, XXII, 13. 

22 In the Charwa stone inscription of the reign of Devapiladeva of 

Dhara, line 7, the word §akia is used to denote Vikrama samvat. It be- 

longs to A. D. 1217-18. For some more examples see 14, XIX (1899), 

pp- 24-25, No, 11, 
23 00 Brbatsambita, 111, 20.
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name Saka’.?® Thus there can be no doubt whatever that Utpala 

confused Saka and Vikrama eras with cach other and દાદ he 

employed the term Saka to mean Vikrama era.®® 16 seems there 

wete several theories in vogue about the origin of घाट Saka era 

10 ancient India, In inscriptions dating from Saka ડ૦૦ (A.D. 

578) onwards it 15 described થડ ‘the era of the coronation of the 

Saka king’,? पट era of the Saka king®? (or kings)' or simply ‘the 

cra of the Sakas’® Brahmagupta® and Bhaskara® state that the 
Saka ટાટ started after the end of the Saka king, although they 

regard Kali 3179 expired or A.D. 78 asits epoch. Utpala 

agrees with them 10 50 far as the event which this reckoning com-- 

memorates 15. concerned ; but he is reticent about its epoch. 

Long ago Dr. H. Kern discussed the aforesaid statement of 

Ucpala and argued that as the above-mentioned dates (Caitra 

Sukla 5, Saka 888 and Phalguna kesna 2, 888) will agree with 

the week-day, i.e. Thursday, only if they are referred to the 

$aka era commencing A.D, 78, the initial - [0106 of Utpala’s 

Saka-kila must be the same year.?* But we have seen above that 

these dates when referred to the Vikrama era yield quite satis- 

t‘a-cmty results and hence Kern's arguments cannot be taken 

very sertously. . 

24 રાજા नाम म्लेच्छजातयो राजानस्ते यस्मिन्‌ काले विक्रमादित्यइवेन व्यापादिता; 

સ कालो लोके शक इति પાસ: 1 तस्माच्छकेन्द्रकालात, शकनूपवघकालादारभ्य . .. 

25 Also vide Colebrooke, Miscellaneous Essays, 1, p, 475. 

26. शकनृपतिराज्याभिषेकसंवत्सरेष्वती तेषु gug शतेषु /4, Vol X, 9, 58. 

27 Saka-n_rp“ati-sam'vat:aregu, 14, था, છ. 73: Saka-nrpa-sarvatsaresw, 

14,, ઝા, p. 16; Saka-nrpa-kiala, 6, 111, p. 109. 

28 Sakg-samvat, ઠઠ, 1, p. 56; Saka-varsa, 14, V1, p. 86; 5444-84, 

14, X1, p. 112, ૯૬૮. 5८८ also G. H. Ojha, Indian Palgeography (Hindi), 

p. 87%. 

29 Brabmaspbutasiddbanta : —gtfq कूतादीनि कलेगॉगिकगुणाः 

शकान्ते5ब्दा: | 

૩૦ Siddbintaliromani :--नन्दाद्ीन्द्गुणासतथा >शाकनूपस्यान्ते कलेवत्सरा: | 

3: Kern, Brbatsambita, Preface, pp, 6 हि,
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It would be clear from the foregoing discussion that Utpala 

means by Sika the era commencing B.C. 58-57 and that he 

finished his commentaries ૦0 the Brhajjataka and Brbatsambita 

on 3rd March, A.D. 830 and 2nd February, A.D. 831 respec- 

tively. And as such he could have well been referred ૬૦ by 

Abu Ma’shar who died 10 A.D. 886.%¢ 

II 

Alberuni informs પડ that Utpala was a native of 14511011038 

and a similar statement 15 made by Varunabhatta (Saka ૦62) 

in his commentary on Brahmagupta’s Khandakbadyaka.® Utcpala 

paraphrases the word ૬£૦૮ 5 or ‘kofabbavana™® તડ ‘gafija’. Ganija 

as the designation of ૩ high state official occurs in the Raja- 

tarangini (V. 177) ; gafijavara and gafijapati in the sense of a 

trcasurer are found 10 पट Mathura inscription of Soddsa®” and 
in the Talesvara CP inscription.®® Again, 13૯ explains ‘jany- 

kapicche’ by ‘ckkalake’ % ‘mrdanga’ by ‘mandala’,*® ‘ksveda by 

*Sodanika’,*l ‘bbrigara’ by damdani-demani’,® ‘moksaks’ by 

‘manivaka’ हि. ‘ianks’ by ‘anga’ % and ‘bbaredvajs’ (a bird) by 

- 32 The possibility of referting these dates to Vikrama era was hinted 
at by Fleet, 14, XIX (1890). pp. 41-43; but he left the question open. 
In the light of the above discussion there can be no doubt that Utpala 
used ‘Saka’ in the sense of Vikrama era; but astronomers of Ujjayini 
confused it with the Saka era with હી. D. 78 as its epoch and assigned 
him to $aka 800 

33 Sachay, op. बन 1, pp. 157, 298, 334, 336, 367. 

34 5. છ. Dikshit, op. cit., p. 235. 

35 Brbatsainhita (hereafter referred ए० તડ ૭૭), XXXIV. 19; LXXXV. 

29; XCil. 2; CIIL 61; Yogayatra, 1. 17, 

36 BS,LIL 14 37 ELIX, p.247 38 ELXIII, p. 11s. 
39 जानुकपिच्छे ચે लोके एकलके इति प्रसिद्ध, ०० ૭5, LVIL 17 
4૦9 મર્યો वादिभो मराडलेति प्रसिद्ध: ०० 85, LXVIL. ०6. 
4: થટ मुखशब्दः शोडनिकेति प्रसिद्ध:, ०० 85. LXXXV. 39; Yogayatra, 

XIV. 3 ' 

42 ૦0 BS, LXXXVIL 6. 
43 ચ मणीवक इसि afags, on BS, 1.111, 113, 

44 ચકુ: अज्ञ इति प्रसिद्धो @3, on BS, LIX. 6.
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‘lata’ ¥ If these terms could be shown to have been in use in 

Kashmir in the ninth century A.D., it would lend additional 

support ૬૦ Alberuni’s statement. We know nothing about 

Bhattotpala’s parentage. The statements found in the colophons of 

certain manuscripts that he was 2 son of Varahamihira 111005૯1059 

and father of Prthuyafas,*” really the son of Varahamihira, 

are quite erroneous. 11૯ opening stanza of his commentary ૦0 

the Laghajataka containing an invocation to Mahadeva shows 

that he was Saiva by religion.* 

I 

The drya-saptati, apparently so called because it contains 

seventy verses 10 Aryd metre, 15 his only extant original work. 

There 15, however, internal evidence to show that its real ticle 

was Prainajiana. Utpala calls it by this name both in the 

45. भरद्वाजः पक्षिविशेषः लाटेति प्रसिद्ध: ૦૦ BS, LXXXV. 41. Besides, 
Utpala employs the word ૬7444 for shreshold (on BS, LII. 26) which 

must have been in use in Kashmir in Utpala’s 0106. 

46 Cf. the colophon of a manuscript of 74/4/44 noticed by 

A, Banerji-Sastri in Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts in Mithila, Vol. 111, 

p. 213, No, 184 : -इति श्रीवराहमिहिरात्मजभट्ोत्पलेन વિરચિત भट्टोत्पलो नाम 
પ્રશ્નને समाप्तमू- ડૉ John William’s view that Utpala was a son of 

Varahamihira scems to have 0૯૬1 based on such a misleading statement, 

હ. Asiatic Researches, 11, p. 399. For its criticism 5૯૯ Colebrooke, op. 

cit., 11, p. 479 
47 Some manuscripts of the Prainamabodadbi or Satpaficasika state 

10 their colophons that its author Prthuyasas was a son of Bhattotpala. Cf 

Descriptive Catalogue of Sunskrit Manuscripts in Government Oriental 

Manuscripts Library, by. Kuppuswamy, Madras, 1918, Nos. 13954, 

-13957» 13959 ः 
48 प्रखिपत्य महादेव भुवनयुरु' ચ लोकेशम्‌ | 

भद्दोत्पलो लघुतरां जातकटोकां करोति शिष्यहितामू o 
Colebrooke is wrong in taking the name Utpala to mean stone and his 

following remarks are unjustified : —*who (Utpala) in several places of 

his. commentary names himself Utpala ‘quibbling with simulated modesty 

on his appellation,” for the word signifies stone;” and *‘stone (Utpala) 

frames the raft of interpretation to cross the ocean composed by Vardha- 

mihira.”  Vide Misc. Essays, 11, pp. 478-79 and fn. 1.
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opening’® and concluding® verses of this work 25 also in his com- 

mentaty on the Satpasicaiika of Varihamihira’s son PrthuyaSas 

(1. ટ). It was also known 35 Prainarya®™ or Prainarya-saptati®* 
and Prasnagrantha®® We know from the colophons of some 

manuscripts that it formed part of Utpala’s larger work, the 

Jranamala.** _ _ 
In his commentary on the Brbatsathbita,® Bhattotpala 

introduces 50124૯ verses from one of his own works with the 

words tatha casmadiyas-vacanam. બા Brbatsambita, 1-11. 57, he 

quotes 24 verses from his own work on architecture with che 

wotds tathd casmadiya-vastuvidyayam. These works are 00 

more extant. 

Besides, Alberuni attributes some more wotks to Utpaia, 

પાટ, (i) Rabunrakarana (probably an error for Rabu-nirdkarana), 

1.૯. breaking the Karanas, (1) Karans-pata, 1.૯. killing the 

Karagas, (111) Prasna-gadhamani (perthaps an error for Pradna- 

ciidamani) dealing with Prasnavidya, and (iv) Sradbava.’® But 

in view of the convention of an astronomer writing only one 

Karapna, it seems improbable that Utpala composed two works 

of this class. The Prainagidbamani may be the same as the 

Prainajiiana mentioned above. From घाट Srudbava Alberuni has 

taken some meteorological and chronological notes. छिपा its title 

15 quite strange; it scems Alberuni’s 20૮0006 15 somewhat 

confused.  All these works except that no praina are now lost. 

39 TRASE सुप्टतरं प्रश्नज्ञानं हिताय देवविदाम्‌ । 

०. आर्यासप्तत्येदं ત્રશ્નજ્ઞા્ समासतो रचितम्‌ । 
5t Triennial Cab/alogue of Sanskrit MSS. in Govt. Oriental MSS. 

Library, Madras, Vol. 11, एप, 1, Sanskrit-A, 1917, एन 1294; Vol, VI, Pt, 1, 

p. 7197- ' ' 
52 1bid. 

53 MS. No. 010 in Sarasvati Bhavan, Banaras, is Prasnagrantha of 

Bhattotpala, But it 15 said to contain 100 $lokas. Also BORI, MS. 

No. 346 of 1879-80; JBBRAS, 1948-49, p. 29, fn, 57. 

54 इति શ્રીમટોત્વસ્તવિરચિતાયાં ज्ञानमालायां વ્રશ્નવૃન્યઃ समाप्त, ibid- 
55 બ. 11, 9. 35, 64, 65 of Sudhakara Dvivedi’s edition. 

56 Sachau, op. ciz,, Vol. 1, pp. 157-58, 334, 336, 361. 

IHQ., DECEMBER, 1962 2
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IV 

80८ Utpala’s reputation as an astronomical writer mainly rests 

on his commentaries, particulatly on Varihamihira’s works. He 

is to Vardhamihira what Mallinicha 15 to Kalidasa.,™ His com- 

mentaries ૦0 both the Brbatsambiti and the Brbajjitaka घट 

styled Vivrti;® but पीट latter 1055 હાડ also known થડ Cintamani®® 

and Jagaccandriki.® 1 we suppose that Utpala began to write 

his scholium on the Brbatsambita immediately after that on the 
Brbajjataka, the former would appear to have taken about eleven 

months for its completion, His gloss on the Laghu-jataka 15 
known as Hita or Sisyabita. His commentaries on Varahamihira’s 

Yogayatra® and Vivabapatals, on the Satpasicaiika of Prthuyasas, 

and on Brahmagupta’s Khandakbadyaka are still extant, 

Alberuni refers to his commentary on घाट Brbanmanasa attributed 

to Manu,®® and his gloss Cintamani on the Badariyana-prasna 
still exists in manuscript form.*® 000 Brbatsambitz, V. 19, 

Utpala quotes two verses from his commentary on the 

Kbandakbadyaka with the words tathi ૮૮ Kbandakbadyakarane’ 

smadiyavacanam, indicating that he had finished the Kbhanda- 

kbadyaka commentary before undertaking the Brbatsambita 

gloss. ' 

57 The severe criticism levelled against Utpala by A, N. 5. Aiyangar 

in Introduction ૬૦ his Varabamibiraborasastram (Brbajjataka, Chs, 1-X, 

Adyar Library, pp. XXI-XXV) is quite unjustified and motivated by the 

desire to prove supcriority of his own gloss. 
58 Introductory verse No, 3. of the commentaries, 

59 चिन्तामणिरिति स्याताटीका शाख्रज्वल्लभा, concluding verse No. 2 
60 R. L. Mitra, Notices of Sanskrit MSS., ૪૦. दा, છૂ. 166; Aufrecht 

Catalogus Catalogorum, Vol. 1, p. 64 
61 Notices of Skt, MSS., 1, p. 25, No. XLVII; Catalogue of Skt and 

Prakrit MSS in Library of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic 

Society, pp. इ 28-29, No. 389. 

62 Sachau, op. cit., I, p. 157. 

63 Notices of 586. MSS,, IV, p. 113, No. 1522; Report on Skt. 

MSS. in Bombay Province, No. 837. It deals with the span of animal 

life and divination by means of putting questions ૬૦ persons whose 

future life has to be foretold.
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Utpala was undoubtedly one of the most learned and erudite 

commentators, and his merits as such are deservedly held high. 
His commentary ૦0 the Brbatsambiti shows his exceptionally 

wide range of learning combined with a stupendous memory. He 

_quotes a large pumber of old texts, both in Sauskrit and Prakerit, 

most of which are no 1301૮ extant. He possessed ત્ર remarkable 

critical E'aculty rarely met with in other scholiasts. 10 order to 

settle original and correct readings and interpretations of the text 

he follows scientific methods far in advance of his age: ata 

number of places he mentions variant readings and refers to the 

views of earlier commentators ; 10 order to arrive at correct inter- 

pretation of ambiguous passages he followed the sound method 

of comparing them with the corresponding extracts from the 

૭૮/79/64 works of mote ancient writers ; such citations prove 

that દાડ Sambitas actributed દ૦ semi-divine personages like 

Garga, Parifara, Rsiputra and others, which are no more extant, 

were still available 10 Utpala’s time. Thus Utpalals commentary 

૦0 the Brbatsambiti forms the sole source of our knowledge 

about these and other works.® He declares some chapters and 

verses of the Brbatsambita ૬૦ be spurious and later forgeries®® and 

gives recasons for doing so.. He does not hesitate in confessing 
his ignorance with a candour scarcely met with in others. Thus, 

while commenting upon the Gandhayukti section of the Brbat- 

-sambita (ला. LXXVI), Ucpala says that he confines himself only 

to word-for-word explanation of the text and that he 15 not quite 

64 Many old works like the Kiranakbyatantra on architecture and 

Siddhasena’s anonymous work on meteorology are known to us from 

Utpala’s commentary alone. : 
65 Utpala declates BS, XXV. 6, XXVII. ૭-1૦ 227111. 17, to be 

spurious (andrsa), ૭5, XXVIIL. 23-24 are left uncommented by him 

and must be regarded as later addition. He also states that Ch, 27 on 

Wind-circle (Vatacakra) 15 not of Varihamihira, He regards Chs. 50 

(Angavidya) and 5t (Pitaka-laksana) as forgeries. Ch. 102 on Marriages 

is, according ૬૦ him, composed by Vindhyavasin. Ch. 38 of V. Su- 

bramhanya Sastry’s edition is not found in Dvivedi’s edition and is 

spurious. '
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adept in the art of hair-dyes (kesa-raga) and cosmetics and there- 

fore these matters should be 1૦4606 from people skilled in the 

science. % -Utpala’s commentary is thus extremely helpful in 

settling the original text and ત્ર correct understanding of the 

Brhatsatmbita. ! . 

While the value of Utpala’s commentary cannot thus be 

exaggerated, there are certain deficiencies which should be 

mentioned 10 this connection. There were certain institutions 

current at the time of and consequently familiar ૬૦ Varahamihira 

which had become obsoiete in  Utpala’s time and consequently 

he could not understand them 110 a correct perspective.  This 

point may be illustrated by the 1005000100 of republican states 

or gapas known to Varahamihira but wrongly interpreted by 

Utpala as samiha or sarighata, 1.૯. a group.®’ 

Alberuni aceributes che following  statement ૬૦  Utpala’s 

commeatary of the 5૮705444 : —<the names of countries change, 

and particularly 10 the ysgas. ૭૦ Multan was originally called 

Yavan.apura, then Harhsapura, then Bagapura (?), then Samba- 

pura, and then Mailasthana, 1.૯. the original places, for ‘misla’ 

means ‘original’ and ‘sthana’ means place”.*® This statement 

cannot be traced in the extant text of the commentary. It 15 

possible, therefore, that Utpala’s gloss on घाट Sambita has 

suffered some alteration at the hands of the copyists. 

_Utpala’s commentary ૦0 the Brbatsambita is the only one 

that 15 still excanc. छिपा at several places 10 1115 gloss Utpala 

refers to older commentaries with घाट words #&/ kecit, kecid evam 

vydcaksate, anya ૮૪૮9 vyacaksate, atra kecid vyikbyaviprati- 

pattim codayanti, kecid iticchanti, atra kecid anyathi vyakbya- 

2479 kurvanti, kecid evam manyante, kecid vikalparmicodayanti, 

atra kecin manyante, kecid vilesam icchanti, anye punar 

66 ०० 25, LXXVI, 4 :-વાજવેધયન્ધધ્વનાનિ लोकतो ज्ञेयानि । ત્રાચાર્યેણ 
છ . 

नोक्कानि । झस्माभिविस्तरभयात्न प्रदर्शितानि 1 ચતઃ सकलसंहितास्मा भिरव्यख्यातु- 

भारब्धा જેવત્તમણા चराणां व्याख्या પ્રિયે । न चास्माकमत तथाविधं प्रावीरायम्‌ | 
67 e. g. on BS, 1V, 24; V. 39, 67; X. 13, etc, 

68 Sachau, op. cit., 1, p, 298,
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‘vyacaksate, etc.® These references testify ૬૦ the existence of 

a large number of commentaries on the Varahi Sambiti 10 घट 

ninth century A.D. None of these scholia 15 now available. 

Several MSS. preserve an abridged version of Utpala’s gloss, 

Utpala-parimala, composed by Bhaskara of Naidhruva Kisyapa 

gotra, son of Kumara of Virsaganya family.*® | 
Apart from che original works and commentaries mentioned 

above, it must be said to the credit of Bhattotpala that he 

completed Kalydnavarman’s Sarzvali which had remained in- 

complete for at least three hundred years. This 15 clearly staced 

in 3 verse found at the end of some manuscripts of the 

Saravali. ™ ' 

Ajay Mitra SHASTRI 

69 Cf. Utpala on BS, Ch, 1, પ 20, 66; ૪. 25; VI, 13; VII 2; 

ઝા. 7; XX1V, (૦; XXVIII, ડ; XXXII, 7; XXXV, 3; 11. 73; LXXV. 11; 

LXVIL 1, 36, 63; LXXXV. 12, 35. 68, 79; LXXXVII, 6; XCV. 16; 

XCVIL 13. . . 

7૪૦ Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit MSS. in ૦૦૦૮, Oriental MSS. 

Library, Madras, 1918, 9, 9073. Nos. 13585-89; एव, of ૭84. MSS, in 

૦૮૪%, Oriental Library, Mysore 1922, pp. 329, 643. 

7: વર્ષશઞત્તાનાં मध्ये केनचिदित्यं न पूरिता રતા ચ ગયોઃ । 

भद्दोत्पलस्तु T चकार सारावलीं सकलाम्‌ ॥ 
Cat. of 566, & Prakrit MSS. in Bombay University Library, ૪૦. I, 

1944, p. 198, No. 476. :


